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Since the first newsletter appesred in April, work hos continued on creotingthe Archif .
We hove been pleosed to discover thot the newsletter hos obviously been widely circuloted,
ond we hove hod mony positive responses to it.

PRO6RES5 REPORT

Finol ising detqi ls of the Deposit
Scheme so thot donotions con be mode
to the Archif ond housed in existing
orchives on our beholf hqs been o
prior i ty.  More informotion on this
loter...
We hove contacted oll the female
members of the Nqtionol Assembly
osking for their support ond inviting
them to join; some hqve done so.
We were opprooched by the producer
of the S4C Digitol Progromme Wedi
Cinio (opproximote tronslotion Affer
Lunch) who hod seen our newsletter.
She wonted someone to tolk obout the
Archif , ideolly in Welsh. Unfortunotely
we could not find o fluent Welsh
speoker in the time ovoilable but
Deirdre Beddoe ogreed to oppeor on
the prog?amme, speoking moinly in
Engl ish.
The pnogromme is due to be
trqnsmitted on l l th August ot 1.3Opm -
so if you hsve occess to digitol TV, try
to cotch it.
Publicity - we hove received mentions
in q voriety of ploces, from the Meic

group is developing o 'deposit scheme'.

Stephens column in the Western Moil,
to the Women's Studies Network
Newsletter, our detoils now oppeor on
the web site of the Feminist Archive,
Bristol, ond we hove been promised
links from o number of relevant web-
sites once our own site is created.

BUILDINO THE WO,l EN'S ARCHIVE
OF WALES

Key oims of the Archif Menywod
Cymru/Wornen's Archive of Wales sre
. Tdenlifying, rescuing ond preserving

moteriols relevont to women's lives,
post, present ond future.

. Moking this resou?ce ovoiloble to
present ond future generations.

The work of rescue ond preservqtion is
urgent. As q procticol step towords
creotion of the AMC/WAW, the working

We hope to goin the agreement of
keepers of orchives ond records offices
qll over Woles, to begin to create the
Archif Menywod Cymru cs distinct
col lect ions within those exist ing



institutions. Alreody severql orchivists
oround the count?y sre supportive of the
ideq.

The next step will be, through publicity
ond outreoch, to encouroge women ond
men who hold relevont moteriol to donote
thot to the AMC/WAW, to be deposited
in these existing srchives. The ides is to
place items in the most oppropriote place
- which moy be the locol Record Office,
or o speciol ised col lect ion.
This is o good procticol meosure which will
se?ve severol purposes. It begins the
immediote work of rescue ond
preservotion, with precious popers ond
other moteriols sofely ploced in
professionol honds, in the right
conditions. ft will focilitote reses?ch into
women's history by moking moteriql
ovoiloble. It will estoblish the ideo of the
Archif os o colloborqtive ond oll-Woles
project. And it will ovoid the
centrqlisotion of resources, which con be
on obstqcle to reseorch.

Whot will hoppen to popers donofed to
the AMC/WAW?
In most cases, once a collection of papers
has been listed by the archivist, it will be
made available to researchers.
fn some cases, donors may want to place
restrictions on who can look af the
papers, or how they may be used. They
might want fo say fhaf the papers should
not be consulted until a certain amount of
time has elapsed. Donors will be able fo
draw up with the record repository
concerned condifions they are hoppy with.
Archivisfs are guife used to dealing with
requesfs like fhis, and in all cases, the
wishes of the donor are honoured.

Whot kind of moteriol should we
preserve?
The answer is - almosf anything which
tells us about the lives of women as
individuals, as workers, and as members of
families, communities, groups and
movemenfs.
/t'iost archives have af leasf some records
of po/itical groups or organlsafrons
minute books, correspondence, leaf/ets,
badges, nenbership cards and lists,
accounts. tlrlany different women's
organisaf ions have deposited fheir
records with fheir local archive - the
Women's fnsiltute, the fulothers' Union,
i4erched y Wawr, the Suffrage Societies
and Women's Cooperative 6uilds, local
residenfs' or fenants' associations, and in
recent years the Women's Liberafion
/Uovement, the Peace itlovement, and
workplace and community actions. All of
these produce valuable naferials for fhe
historians of the future, and should be
preserved. Not only documenfs, but
phofographs, filn and video, badges,
banners and posfers are all extremely
valuable.
But it is not only political material which
is wanted. /Vlore personal material is also
invaluable fo our undersfanding of pasf
and presenf - letters, diaries, household
accounts, fanily photographs, and all the
maferial of work and community,
educafion and religion, in all periods.

Other strotegies
The deposit scheme is only one of the
strategies being developed to create the
AMC/W AW. The other importont strond
wiff be lhe research project, o proposol
for which is being developed by o group of
members. We are olso working on creoting



o website with the potentiol to develop
into o useful oid to research - the results
of the resesrch project qvoiloble on-line,
for exqmple. More informotion obout
these will follow in future newsletters.

Pleose let us hove your comments ond
suggestions.

NOTICEBOARD
This wi l l  be q regulor column for you to
give informotion on onythin g you think
might be of interest, such os
. reseorch - your own or other peoples
. informqtion on relevqnt events qnd

octivi t ies
. reviewslcomments obout orchives,

useful col lect ions, exhibit ions, books,
journols, conf erences...

.  news of ol l  k inds
So fo start it off -
The current issue of New lUelsh Peview
hos qn qrticle, by Deirdre Beddoe on one
of the leoding feminists of the interwqr
yeors, Morgoret Haig, Lody Rhonddo.
Neither she nor Time and Tide, the
journol she wos closely involved with for
much of her life are wefl remembered
todoy, o situotion which needs to be
remedied.

THE 5OUTH WEST OF EN6IAND AND
SOUTH WALES WOiAEN'5 HISTORY

NETWORK,
A Network for ol l those interested in
the history of Women snd Gender

For some time, q smoll number of us from
South Woles hcve been members of the
South West Wg.men's, History Network,

which is of f  i l ioted to the notionol
Women's History Network, the mojor
orgonisot ion of feminist hisfor ions ond
people interested in women's history in
Britoin. fn oddition to regional English
networks, there is o Scottish Women's
History Network, also offil ioted. Until
recently, there hos been no Welsh
network.

At the onnuol conference of the
SWWHN, at the University of the West
of Englond, in June, it wos decided to
chonge the nqme of the regionol group to
the South West of Englond ond South
Woles Women's History Network. Two
members from Woles, Ursulo Mqsson qnd
Avril Rolph joined the committee. It is
hoped thqt in this woy, o Woles network
con stort from o bosis of some strength
ond support,  whi le mointoining the frui t ful
relotionship with the network ocross the
bridge. There ore strong historicol l inks
between South Woles ond fhe West of
Engfond, qnd even- or especidly - in these
devolutionory times, it is good to reoffirm
those l inks in this woy.

The network is open to onyone with on
interest in women's history ond gender
history. It hqs o regufor progromme of
seminors ond doy schools, which sre
olwoys very invigoroting for those of us
reseorching women's history, ond
members from Woles hove mode o
contribution to these in the post. It is
now hoped thot there will be enough
support to orgonise seminors ond doy-
schools in South Wqles, with the West of
Englond women joining us for those.



This yeor's onnuol conference, on 'Personol

Norrotives: Women's History, Women's
Lives', hod keynote lectures from
Professor Angelo John ond Dr. Koth
Holden, ond o ponel which olso included
the Irish feminist historion Morgoret
Word, ond the historion of women in the
Lobour movement, Dr. June Hqnnsm. A
voriety of workshop popers were
presented in the afternoon session. It
wos q very successful conference qnd o
very enJoyoble doy.
Don't be left out - join now to be kept
in touch with news ond developments.
ond to help build fhe network in Woles.

Membership is o mere €,5 o yeor (woged)
or E2 (unwoged.) Contoct:
Koth Holden
30, Chorlcombe Lone
Larkholl
Both
BA1 5N5.

ADVANCE NOTICE OF AEIA
The AGM, which we ogoin hope to combine
with qn event of some kind, wi l l  be held in
Aberystwyth on Soturdoy 6rh November
1999. Full detqils in the next newsletter
but moke o note of it in your diory now.

CAN YOU HELP?
Mony thonks to those of you who hove
offered and/or given help to the Archif.
We need o lot of womon-power to moke
the Archif o reolity ond onyone who con
offer help, even if only on o very
occqsionol bosis, will moke a difference.
We sre hoping to build up 'core groups' of
Archif members throughout Woles, who
con work together in their porticulor oreo

t - -

so we will be pleosed to hear from
members everywhere.
As well os women who rnoy be able to help
with fund-roising, publicity, newsletf er
production efc., we urgently need more
f luent Welsh speokers who would be
willing to speok to the medio obout the
Archif snd/or who would be oble to
undertoke trqnslot ion work ( including the
Newsletter), somef imes ot relotively
short notice - pleose get in touch if you
con help.

RENEWAL OF 5UB5RTPTIONS
Unless you hove joined the Archif very
recently, you will receive a renewd form
with this newsletter. From now on,
subscript ions ore wi l l  be due in July eoch
yesr. Please rejoin (ond encourage others
to join too) - the Archif needs your
continuing support os it begins to become
o reolity.

CONTACTs
The officiol sddress is: Archif Menywod
Cymru/Women' s Archive of Wales, c/o
Ursulo Masson, School of Humonities,
University of Glomorgon, Pontypridd CF37
1DL emoi I umosson@glom.oc.uk
Other confqcts ore:
Deirdre Beddoe, Tel 01446 730205
Jenny Sobine, Tel 0t792 874143 (after 6
p.m.)
Avri l  Rolph, emoil :
ovr i f @ ro I ph24.f r eeserve. co.u k

This newsletter wos pnoduced by Ursulo Mosson
ond Awi lRolph
Welsh tronslotion by


